St. Margaret’s URC, Finchley

Newsletter July/August 2022

Dear Members and Friends,

What a wonderful month of celebrations and community friendship we enjoyed in June. The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was a time of national pride in our Monarch, celebrated across the
country in street parties, church services and concerts. We had our own little celebration
combined with an open morning to welcome in friends and neighbours. Whilst enjoying the
good weather outside xxx displayed a beautiful maypole, flower hoops and demonstrated
some of her wonderful collection of ‘Jig Dolls’. The visiting children were just enthralled by
making them dance. Some of you may recognise Laurel (in the photo below with her
granddaughters), who ran our Mother and Toddler group for many years.

It was super to see Jean and Andrew joining us as well. Gina popped in to see us after the
service one Sunday, on her first visit back from Australia to see her Mother, in over two
years. What a lovely surprise!

We were then treated to a memorable evening with the Life and Mission Choir. See more
about that later in the Newsletter. Every month can’t be filled with celebrations like these
but every day of every month offers us a new opportunity to enjoy and celebrate the small
things in life; reminding us of God’s Grace and Love.

Please send any prayers, poems or news for inclusion in next month’s Newsletter to me:
janewalters@btinternet.com.
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Message from our Minister:
Dear Friends,

Summer time always feels like a time apart in our year, hopefully this is time of rest and
rejuvenation. Whether we are planning to go away or whether we stay at home, it is important to
think of this time as a time apart. We continue to be blessed with the friendship from Trinity church
who has welcomed us warmly again when our visiting preacher was unable to come and who have
extended an invitation to a summer picnic on the last Sunday of July. Furthermore, there will be a
weekly game afternoon organised by Trinity church in August, to which we are also invited.

| wanted to share with you a summer blessing, a simple prayer to keep our minds focused on our
God created world:

May you walk with God
This summer

In whatever you do
Wherever you go

Walking with God means...

Walking with honesty

And with courage,

Walking with love

And respect

And concern for the feelings of others

May you talk to God
This summer

And every day and
In every situation

Talking with God means...
Praying words of praise

For the beauty of creation
Saying prayers of thanks
For friends and good times,
Asking God's help

In all your decisions
Expressing sorrow

When you have failed

May you talk with God
Every day. Amen.

With every blessings,




Ann

Church Lettings:

This is the Centenary Year of ‘Middlesex Association for the Blind’. As a regular monthly
letting they held their special birthday event here at St Margaret’s. Clients and carers came
from several boroughs to enjoy music, food and of course birthday cake. A great time was
had by all!

Christchurch Friern Barnet and New Southgate enjoyed using our Church premises for their
‘Away Day’. They have major works planned for rebuilding and refurbishment so no doubt
they had plenty of matters to discuss.

Church Services - 10.00 am
July 24™. St Margaret’s minister

July 315, St Margaret’s minister
August 7t St Margaret’s minister
August 14t St Margaret’s minister (Communion Service)

August 215, St Margaret’s minister

August 28t™. St Margaret’s minister




Jig Dolls
It was fun playing with children with my jig dolls outside the church in the sunshine last

week at our coffee morning.

Jig dolls are made of wood and have jointed arms, hips and knees and sometimes ankles.
This allows them to dance on flexible boards that you sit on and vibrate with your thumb.
Every jig doll has a hole in its body for a stick to hold it by.

Traditionally jig dolls are played with folk musicians but actually you can dance them with
any music.

Jig dolls have been around for centuries and were very popular in Victorian times
particularly in East Anglia. They were made in garden sheds by local carpenters and then
danced along with local musicians in the village pub. You can still see many old jig dolls in
Norfolk museums and festivals.

Just after the First World War they were often seen on the streets of London entertaining
passers-by. Old soldiers busked with them sometimes to supplement their meagre pensions.

| have been collecting jig dolls for more than 20 years and | still find it amazing and very
satisfying how much modern children are fascinated by them and want to play with them.

Jane

Invitations and news from local Churches

Our friends at Trinity Church, North Finchley have invited us to their picnic on Sunday July
31%, straight after the morning service, (approx. 12.30pm). The plan is that we would take
our own sandwiches or light lunch and they would kindly provide salad, fruit and tea or
coffee. There will be organised games and activities or we can just sit and chat.

During August every Wednesday Trinity are holding a Games afternoon between 2-4pm.
We are all welcome to join in.

Every Thursday between 10am-4pm Muswell Hill URC hosts a café run by a volunteer group
supporting people with learning difficulties. We are all welcome to drop in for light
refreshments.




After 18 years St Andrew’s Chesterfield Road Church, has finally had planning permission
granted by the Local Authority to commence their rebuilding work. We wish them every
success in their project.

Works Continue

Following Storm Eunice and the damage from the Celtic Cross on the roof of our Church being blown
down work, our insurance company agreed to further repairs and investigation. A stoneworks
company came fully equipped to stabilise the top and make further recommendations and costings.
These will then be presented to the insurers to see make a judgement as to whether or not they will
be prepared to pay for the cost of a replacement. We will have to wait and see...

Life and Mission Choir

The Life and Mission Choir came to St Margaret’s on Sunday 12t June at 7.00pm to perform,
‘Sing Good News’. The Church was full of joyous singing and music. The choir were thrilled
to be performing live again and back with us again after 20 years! Using our overhead
projection they were able to display beautiful pictures to illustrate the songs and words for
us to join in with. The choir now uses high tech equipment but singing songs of praise is still
their purpose. Have a look at their website for more information about joining them or
upcoming performances. https://www.lifeandmissionchoir.com/
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A Prayer by Rev’d. Sarah Moore:

We pray for the Church throughout the world, asking that you show us what it means to
love other traditions as we love our own. We wonder if such is even possible. Show us how
to cherish love to other churches, as we work to build up your Church wherever you place
us.

We pray for the nations of this world, asking that you show us what it means to love other
nations as we love our own. We pray for peace where there is none, particularly for Ukraine,
Syria, Yemen and other places we hear about and those we do not.

We pray for the communities where we are set, for many of us that is multiple places where
personal, professional, family and other aspects of our lives work out. Show us what you
need us to do, what perhaps only we can do, in the places we live out our lives. Show us
how to love neighbour as ourselves.

We pray for ourselves noting the commandment to love neighbour as self. We pray for our
own concerns, and for whatever gift or grace we need for the coming days.

In the name of the Risen One we pray. Amen.

From URC Daily Devotions —available on-line https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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